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People 
 

Population 
million 
mid-2009 
est. 

Population 
growth rate 
2009 est. 
(%) 

Life 
expectancy 
at birth 
2009 est. 
(years) 

People 
living with 
AIDS (%) 
Adults (15-
49) 
2007-8 

Angola 17.1 2.7 46 2.1 

Botswana 2.0 1.3 49 23.9 

DRC 68.7 3.1 53 1.3 

Ghana 23.8 2.1 59 1.9 

Kenya 39.1 2.7 54 7.4 

Lesotho 2.1 0.2 40 23.2 

Malawi 14.2 3.1 46 11.9 

Mauritius 1.3 0.7 72 1.7 

Mozambique 22.0 2.4 43 12.5 

Namibia 2.2 2.1 59 15.3 

Nigeria 152.6 2.6 47 3.1 

South Africa 50.7 0.8 52 18.1 

Swaziland 1.2 1.6 46 26.1 

Tanzania 43.7 2.3 54 5.7 

Uganda 30.7 3.4 50 5.4 

Zambia 12.6 2.9 43 14.3 

Zimbabwe 12.5 1.4 41 15.3 

 

Elections 
 

Election last held Next election 

Angola 29/30 September 1992 September 2012 

President Dos Santos originally elected in 1979 without opposition 
under a one-party system and stood for re-election in Angola's first 
multiparty elections in 1992. 

Botswana 20 October 2009 October 2014 

President indirectly elected for a five-year term. 

DRC 29 October 2006 October 2011 

President and vice president elected on the same ticket by popular 
vote for five-year terms. 

Ghana 7 December 2008  December 2012 

President and vice president elected on the same ticket by popular 
vote for four-year terms. 

Kenya 27 December 2007 December 2012 

President elected by popular vote for a five-year term. 

Lesotho 17 February 2007 2012 

The monarchy is hereditary. Executive authority is vested in the king 
but is exercised through the government. The government is headed 
by the prime minister who is appointed by the king on advice of the 
Council of State and must enjoy the support of the majority of the 
National Assembly. 

Malawi 19 May 2009 May 2014 

President elected by popular vote for a five-year term. 

Mauritius 19 September 2008 2013 

President and vice president elected by the National Assembly for 
five-year term. Prime minister appointed by the president. 

Mozambique 28 October 2009 2014 

President elected by popular vote for a five-year term. Prime minister 
appointed by the president. 

Namibia 27/28 November 2009 2014 

The president is elected by popular vote for a five-year term. 

Nigeria 21 April 2007 April 2011 

President elected by popular vote for a four-year term. Goodluck 
Jonathan is currently Acting President since 9 February 2010. 
 

 
Election last held Next election 

Swaziland 19 September 2008 2013 

The monarch is hereditary; prime minister appointed by the monarch 
from the elected members of the House of Assembly. 

Tanzania 14 December 2005 October 2010 

President and vice president elected on the same ballot by popular 
vote for five-year term; prime minister appointed by the president. 

Uganda 23 February 2006 February 2011 

President elected by popular vote for a five-year term. 

Zambia 30 October 2008 2011 

President elected by popular vote for a five-year term. Snap elections 
were held in October 2008 following the death of President 
Mwanawasa, two years into his second term. 

Zimbabwe 28 March 2008 2013 

Presidential candidates nominated with a nomination paper signed by 
at least 10 registered voters and elected by popular vote for a five-
year term. 

 

Government 
 

Type Capital 
Chief of state/ 
Head of government 

Angola Republic Luanda President Jose Eduardo Dos 
Santos 
(since 21 September 1979) 

Botswana Republic Gaborone President Seretse Khama Ian 
Khama (since 1 April 2008) 

DRC Republic Kinshasa Chief of state: President 
Joseph Kabila (since 17 
January 2001) 
Head of government: Prime 
Minister Adolphe Muzito 
(since 10 October 2008) 

Ghana Constitutional 
democracy 

Accra President John Evans Atta 
Mills (since 7 January 2009) 

Kenya Republic Nairobi President Mwai Kibaki (since 
30 December 2002) 

Lesotho Parliamentary 
constitutional 
monarch 

Maseru Chief of state: King Letsie III 
(since 7 February 1996) 
Head of government: Prime 
Minister Pakalitha Mosisili 
(since 23 May 1998) 

Malawi Multiparty 
democracy 

Lilongwe President Bingu wa Mutharika 
(since 24 May 2004) 

Mauritius Parliamentary 
democracy 

Port Louis Chief of state: President Sir 
Anerood Jugnauth (since 7 
October 2003) 
Head of government: Prime 
Minister Navinchandra 
Ramgoolam (since 5 July 
2005) 

Mozambique Republic Maputo Chief of state: President 
Armando Guebuza (since 2 
February 2005) 
Head of government: Prime 
Minister Aires Bonifacio Ali 
(since 16 January 2010) 

Namibia Republic Windhoek President Hifikepunye 
Pohaamba 
(since 21 March 2005) 
 

Nigeria Federal 
Republic 

Abuja President Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua (since 29 May 
2007) 

Swaziland Monarchy Mbabane King Mswati III (since 25 April 
1986) 
Prime Minister Barnabas 
Sibusiso Dlamini  
(since 16 October 2008) 
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Type Capital 

Chief of state/ 
Head of government 

Tanzania Republic Dar es 
Salaam 

President Jakaya Kikwete 
(since 21 December 2005) 

Uganda Republic Kampala President Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni (since 26 January 
1986) 

Zambia Republic Lusaka President Rupiah Banda 
(since 19 August 2008) 

Zimbabwe Parliamentary 
democracy 

Harare President Robert Gabriel 
Mugabe (since 31 December 
1987); Prime Minister Morgan 
Tsvangirai (since 11 February 
2009) 

 

Natural resources 
Angola Petroleum, diamonds, iron ore, phosphates, 

copper, feldspar, gold, bauxite and uranium 
Botswana Diamonds, copper, nickel, soda ash, potash, coal, 

iron ore and silver 
DRC Cobalt, copper, niobium, tantalum, petroleum, 

industrial and gem diamonds, gold, silver, zinc, 
manganese, tin, uranium, coal, hydropower and 
timber 

Ghana Gold, timber, industrial diamonds, bauxite, 
manganese, fish, rubber, hydropower, petroleum, 
silver, salt and limestone 

Kenya Limestone, soda ash, salt, gemstones, fluorspar, 
zinc, diatomite, gypsum, wildlife and hydropower 

Lesotho Water, agricultural and grazing land, diamonds, 
sand, clay and building stone 

Malawi Limestone, arable land, hydropower, nickel, 
uranium, coal and bauxite 

Mauritius Arable land and fish 
Mozambique Coal, titanium, natural gas, hydropower, tantalum 

and graphite 
Namibia Diamonds, copper, uranium, gold, silver, lead, tin, 

lithium, cadmium, tungsten, zinc, salt, hydropower 
and fish 

Nigeria Natural gas, petroleum, tin, iron ore, coal, 
limestone, niobium, lead, zinc and arable land 

Swaziland Asbestos, coal, clay, cassiterite, hydropower, 
forests, small gold and diamond deposits, quarry 
stone and talc 

Tanzania Hydropower, tin, phosphates, iron ore, coal, 
diamonds, gemstones, gold, natural gas and 
nickel 

Uganda Copper, cobalt, hydropower, limestone, salt, 
arable land and gold 

Zambia Copper, cobalt, zinc, lead, coal, emeralds, gold, 
silver, uranium and hydropower 

Zimbabwe Coal, chromium ore, asbestos, gold, nickel, 
copper, iron ore, vanadium, lithium, tin and 
platinum group metals 

 

Sovereign credit rating 

  Moodyôs 
Standard 
& Poorôs 

Fitch 

Angola     
  Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Botswana     
 Outlook: Negative Stable Not rated 
Local currency:    
 Long-term A2 A  
 Short-term  A-1  
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term Aa3 A-  
 Short-term P-1 A-2  
Ghana     
 Outlook: Not rated Negative Negative 
Local currency:    
 Long-term  B+ B+ 
 Short-term  B B 
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term  B+ B+ 
 Short-term  B B 

  Moodyôs 
Standard 
& Poorôs 

Fitch 

Kenya     
 Outlook: Not rated Positive Stable 
Local currency:    
 Long-term  B BB- 
 Short-term  B  
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term  B B+ 
 Short-term  B B 
Lesotho     
 Outlook: Not rated Not rated Stable 
Local currency:    
 Long-term   BB 
 Short-term    
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term   BB- 
 Short-term   B 
Malawi     
  Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Mauritius     
 Outlook: Stable Not rated Not rated 
Local currency:    
 Long-term Baa2   
 Short-term    
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term WR   
 Short-term P-2   
Mozambique    
 Outlook: Not rated Stable Stable 
Local currency:    
 Long-term  B+ B+ 
 Short-term  B  
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term  B+ B 
 Short-term  B B 
Namibia     
 Outlook: Not rated Not rated Stable 
Local currency:    
 Long-term   BBB 

 Short-term   F3 

Foreign currency:    
 Long-term   BBB- 

 Short-term   F3 

Nigeria     
 Outlook: Not rated Stable Stable 
Local currency:    
 Long-term  B+ BB 
 Short-term  B B 
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term  B+ BB- 
 Short-term  B B 
South Africa 
 Outlook: Stable Negative Negative 
Local currency: A3 A+ A 
 Long-term  A-1 F2 
 Short-term A3 BBB+ BBB+ 
Foreign currency: P-2 A-2 F2 
 Long-term    
 Short-term    
Swaziland     
  Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Tanzania     
  Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Uganda     
 Outlook: Not rated Stable Positive 
Local currency:    
 Long-term  B+ B 
 Short-term  B B 
Foreign currency:    
 Long-term  B+ B 
 Short-term  B B 
Zambia     
  Not rated Not rated Not rated 
Zimbabwe     
  Not rated Not rated Not rated 
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Taxation 
 

Angola 
Corporate 
Corporate income tax rate   
20% rate is applied to agricultural, forestry and cattle 
breeding activities and a rate of 17.5% can be 
authorised by the Minister of Finance for companies that 
operate in economically deprived areas. Oil companies 
are taxed at special rates. 

35% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends and royalties   
Certain dividends are exempt from tax. A 2.5% rate 
applies to income derived from companies in 
fundamental areas of the economy. 
Interest   
A 2.5% rate applies to income derived from companies 
in fundamental areas of the economy. 

10% 
 
 
 

15% 

Personal 
Employment income is taxed at progressive rates, up to 
a maximum rate of 17%. 

 

Top rate – on earnings exceeding Kz 1 500. 
Capital gains tax 
Taxable capital gains are included in business income 
and taxed at the standard rate of 20% for unincorporated 
businesses. 

15% 
35% 

Consumption tax  
Charged at a variable rate according to the type of 
goods or service, but the standard rate is 10%. 

2-30% 

 

Botswana 
Corporate 
Income tax 
Basic rate of 15% and 10% additional tax rate will form 
an effective corporate tax rate of 25% with effect from 
1 July 2010. 
Capital gains tax 

10%-15% 
 
 

25% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends – will be reduced to 7.5% from 1 July 2010. 
Interest and royalties 

15% 
15% 

Personal  
Top rate  
Indirect 
Value-added tax – increased to 12% from 10% on 1 
April 2010. 

25% 
 

12% 
 

 

DRC 
Corporate 
Corporate income tax rate  40% 
Withholding tax 
Interest, dividends and royalties 20% 
Personal  
Top rate – for income exceeding 78 000 Congolese 
francs. 

60% 

Indirect  
Turnover tax 3-30% 

 

Ghana 
Corporate 
Income tax 
Capital gains tax  
Capital gains are taxed separately from business income 
at a rate of 5%. 

25% 
10% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends and interest 
A final withholding tax of 10% is levied on the payment 
of royalties to non-residents. 

8% 
 

Personal  
Top rate – for earnings in excess of GHc 9 600 per 
annum. 
Non-resident individuals pay taxes on their employment 
income at a rate of 15%. 

25% 

Indirect  
Value-added tax 12.5% 

 

 

Kenya 
Corporate 
Income tax  
37.5% applies to non-residents. 

30% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends: Resident 
                     Non-resident 
General interest  
Royalties: Resident 
                   Non-resident 

5% 
10% 
15% 
5% 

20% 
Personal  
Top rate – for earnings in excess of Kshs 466 704. 30% 
Indirect  
Value-added tax 16% 
  

 

Lesotho 
Corporate 
Income tax   
10% for manufacturing and farming companies. 
Capital gains tax  
15% for manufacturing companies. 

30% 
 

35% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends, interest and royalties 25% 
Personal  
Top rate – for earnings in excess of M 35 000.  35% 
Indirect  
Value-added tax 14% 

 

Malawi 
Corporate 
Income tax – 40% for those companies that do not 
have their head offices in Malawi. 

35% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends, interest and royalties 20% 
Personal  
Top rate – for earnings in excess of K 7 000.  30% 
Indirect  
Value-added tax 16.5% 

 

Mauritius 
Corporate 
Income tax 15% 
Personal  
Top rate  15% 
Indirect  
Value-added tax 15% 

 

Mozambique 
Corporate 
Income tax 
Capital gains tax 

32% 
32% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends, interest and royalties 20% 
Personal  
Top rate 20% 
Indirect  
Value-added tax 17% 

 

Namibia 
Corporate 
Income tax  34% 
Withholding tax 
Dividends and interest 
Royalties 

10% 
10.5% 

Personal  
Top rate – for earnings in excess of N$ 750 000. 37% 
Indirect  
Value-added tax  
30% applies to luxury goods. 

15% 
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Nigeria 
Corporate 
Income tax – the corporate tax for non-oil and gas 
companies is 30%. 
Capital gains tax 

30% 
 

10% 
Withholding tax 
Dividends and rent income 10% 
Personal  
Top rate 
Capital gains tax (general) 

25% 
10% 

Indirect  
Value-added tax 5% 

 

Swaziland 
Corporate 
Income tax 30% 
Withholding tax 
Dividends 
Interest 

15% 
10% 

Personal  
Top rate – for earnings in excess of E 36 000. 33% 
Indirect  
Sales tax  
25% on liquor 

14% 

 

Tanzania 
Corporate 
Income tax 
Capital gains tax 

30% 
10% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends 
Interest 
Royalties 

5-10% 
10% 
15% 

Personal  
Top rate – for earnings in excess of Tshs 720 000. 
Capital gains 

30% 
10% 

Indirect  
Value-added tax 18% 

 

Uganda 
Corporate 
Income tax 
Capital gains tax 

30% 
30% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends, interest and royalties 15% 
Personal  
Top rate –for earnings in excess of Ushs 4 920 000. 
Capital gains 

30% 
   30% 

Indirect  
Value-added tax 18% 

Zambia 
Corporate 
Income tax 
Special rates: 35% general rate for banks and 40% on 
amounts over K 250 mn; 30% for mining companies, plus a 
variable profits tax of up to 15%; and 15% for exporters of 
non-traditional products and for farming and fertiliser-
producing companies. A 1-yr discount of 2% is granted to a 
newly listed company on the Lusaka Stock Exchange. 

35% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends, interest and royalties 15% 
Personal  
Top rate  35% 
Indirect  
Value-added tax 16% 

 

Zimbabwe 
Corporate 
Income tax (effective January 2010) 
Capital gains tax 

25% 
20% 

Withholding tax 
Dividends, interest and royalties 15% 
Personal  
Top rate 
Capital gains tax 

35% 
20% 

Indirect  
Value-added tax 15% 

Restrictions on capital flows 
Angola  The import and export of foreign funds are 

regulated by the national bank. Investors may open 
foreign currency accounts in Angola. 

 The Banco Nacional de Angola (BNA) nominates 
specific currency dealers who are authorised to buy 
and sell foreign currency.  

 There are no restrictions on the amount of foreign 
currency brought into Angola, but the exportation of 
domestic currency is prohibited.  

 Foreign currency may be deposited in foreign-
currency accounts, but cheques cannot be issued 
against them.  

 Dividends earned in Angola can only be remitted 
abroad by foreign investors if the amount of 
investment in the Angolan host company exceeds 
$ 250 000.  

 Personal capital cannot be transferred, except on a 
case-by-case basis.  

 Foreign oil companies are entitled to retain 
revenues from petroleum sales made outside of the 
country, but proceeds from petroleum sales abroad 
must be repatriated. In this instance, companies are 
entitled to open bank accounts overseas for cash 
call payments. 

Botswana  Foreign exchange controls were abolished effective 
9 February 1999. 

 Profits, dividends and capital can be freely 
repatriated. 

DRC  Businesses are free to repatriate any proceedings 
accrued during the course of their activities in the 
DRC.  

Ghana Investors are assured of unconditional transferability 
through authorised dealer banks in freely convertible 
currency of the following:  

 dividends or net profits attributable to their 
investments;  

 payments in respect to loan-servicing where foreign 
loans have been obtained;  

 fees and charges in respect of any technology 
transfer agreements registered under the Ghana 
Investment Promotion Act; and  

 remittance of proceeds (net of all taxes and other 
obligations) in the event of the sale or liquidation of 
the enterprise or any interest attributable to the 
investment. 

Kenya  The Foreign Investment Protection Act (FIPA) 
guarantees that foreign investors can convert and 
repatriate—after tax—capital and profits freely.  

 The Exchange Control Act was repealed in 1995, 
removing the last of the restrictions on profit 
remittances and borrowing.  

Lesotho  Profits and dividends from investments held in 
Lesotho may be repatriated freely. All inward 
transfers of capital should be registered with the 
central bank to facilitate subsequent repatriation.  

 Residents are only allowed to transfer capital within 
the Common Monetary Area (CMA), but are 
required by law to declare any foreign-exchange 
earnings within seven days. However, companies 
are allowed to invest outside the CMA, provided 
foreign-exchange earnings are repatriated. 

Malawi  There are no controls on access to foreign 
exchange.  

 For remittances there is a need for prior approval 
from the Reserve Bank of Malawi (RMB).  

 Capital accounts are administered by Commercial 
Banks. 
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Restrictions on capital flows 
Mauritius  The Exchange Control Act has been 

suspended since 1994, so there are no 
restrictions on the repatriation of capital gains, 
profits, or dividends earned by foreign 
investors. 

Mozambique  In March 2009, Mozambique's foreign-
exchange control law, Law 11/09, came into 
force. It regulates the business, acts, and 
transactions of operations entered into between 
Mozambican residents and non-residents that 
result in payments from overseas.  

 Exchange controls are imposed on foreign 
direct investment, investment in property, the 
opening of bank accounts outside of 
Mozambique, loans, and contract transfers.  

 Repatriation of profits and the retention of 
earned foreign exchange are permitted and 
both residents and non-residents are allowed to 
hold foreign-exchange bank accounts, although 
maximum payment amounts are required. This 
is subject to approval by the central bank. 

Namibia Namibia is a member of the CMA. The CMA 
agreement was designed simultaneously to 
discourage capital flight and to allow the free-flow 
of capital between member countries. Therefore, 
there are no exchange controls applicable within 
the CMA, i.e. between Namibia, South Africa, 
Lesotho and Swaziland, but controls apply over 
them all. 
Outside the CMA, Namibia has certain exchange 
controls in force as follows:  

 The main controls are to permit only authorised 
dealers to buy, sell or borrow foreign currency.  

 Foreign currency must be used for the 
purposes applied for. Any funds not used for 
such purposes must be re-sold to authorised 
dealers.  

 Inward investment is relatively unrestricted. 
 Dividends paid out of revenue profits and 
interest can be remitted freely. 

 Foreign currency accounts may be held by 
residents.  

 Outward investment is restricted. 
Nigeria  Equity share capital must be brought into 

Nigeria through authorised profits that may be 
distributed as dividends. 

 There are no exchange controls on profit 
repatriation. 

 The remittance of interest, royalties and 
technical fees also is permitted, provided the 
royalty contracts and technical fees have been 
approved by the National Office for 
Technology, Acquisition and Promotion. 

Swaziland  Swaziland is a member of the CMA. The CMA 
agreement was designed simultaneously to 
discourage capital flight and to allow the free-
flow of capital between member countries. 
Therefore, there are no exchange controls 
applicable within the CMA, i.e. between 
Namibia, South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland, 
but controls apply over them all. 

 Swaziland has a liberal exchange-control 
regime, following a decision in 2000 by the 
Central Bank of Swaziland (CBS) to relax the 
previously strict exchange restrictions in the 
hope of increasing investment in the stock 
exchange. All profits, dividends and other 
income accrued are freely repatriated after 
notification from the CBS. 

 

 

 

Restrictions on capital flows 
Tanzania  The Bank of Tanzania (BoT) gradually eased 

foreign-exchange controls after the enactment 
of the Foreign Exchange Act (1992). 

 There are currently no restrictions on the 
repatriation of earnings and capital, and 
foreign-exchange transactions relating to 
current-account payments.  

 Regulations permit unconditional transferability 
through any authorised bank in freely 
convertible currency of net profits, repayment 
of foreign loans, royalties, fees and charges in 
respect of technology-transfer agreements, 
remittance of proceeds (net of taxes and 
obligations) in the event of sale or liquidation of 
any interest attributable to the investments, and 
payments of emoluments and other benefits to 

foreign employees working in Tanzania. 
Uganda  The foreign-exchange market was fully 

liberalised by the government in 1997. There 
are also no bars to profit repatriation by foreign 
investors.  

 The capital-account controls were also 
removed in July 1997, allowing residents 
access to foreign currency at market-
determined exchange rates for all transactions.  

 Residents may also hold bank accounts in 
foreign currency inside or outside Uganda.  

 Capital flows freely in and out of the country, 
without restrictions. 

Zambia Following the suspension of the Exchange 
Control Act in 1994: 

 There are now no restrictions on exchange 
control, meaning investors are free to repatriate 
capital investments, as well as dividends, 
management fees, interest, profit, technical 
fees, and royalties.  

 Foreign nationals can also transfer/remit wages 
earned in Zambia without difficulty.  

 There are no restrictions on non-cash 
transactions. 

Zimbabwe  The policy of progressively more stringent 
foreign exchange in place since 1992 was 
rejected by the Inclusive Government’s mid-
April 2009 decision to abandon the 
Zimbabwean dollar for one year. 
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GDP in current prices (US$ billion) 
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GDP valued at PPP (US$ billion) 
2009 
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Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) 2008 
 Percentile rank 

0-100 
Governance score 

-2.5 to +2.5 

Voice and accountability 

Angola 17.3 -1.07 

Botswana 62.0 0.55 

DRC 8.7 -1.48 

Ghana 59.6 0.48 

Kenya 43.3 -0.16 

Lesotho 49.5 0.04 

Malawi 42.3 -0.18 

Mauritius 74.0 0.88 

Mozambique 47.6 -0.02 

Namibia 64.4 0.57 

Nigeria 31.3 -0.60 

South Africa 67.8 0.68 

Swaziland 13.9 -1.20 

Tanzania 45.2 -0.09 

Uganda 33.2 -0.47 

Zambia 45.7 -0.09 

Zimbabwe 7.7 -1.52 

Political stability 

Angola 29.7 -0.43 

Botswana 81.3 0.96 

DRC 2.4 -2.34 

Ghana 46.9 0.06 

Kenya 12.0 -1.25 

Lesotho 43.1 -0.03 

Malawi 46.4 0.05 

Mauritius 75.6 0.84 

Mozambique 55.5 0.29 

Namibia 80.9 0.96 

Nigeria 3.3 -2.01 

South Africa 41.6 -0.04 

Swaziland 52.2 0.22 

Tanzania 45.0 0.01 

Uganda 18.7 -0.88 

Zambia 54.5 0.29 

Zimbabwe 8.6 -1.56 

Government effectiveness 

Angola 13.7 -0.98 

Botswana 73.5 0.67 

DRC 0.9 -1.89 

Ghana 52.1 -0.08 

Kenya 32.2 -0.60 

Lesotho 46.0 -0.31 

Malawi 30.3 -0.65 

Mauritius 71.1 0.60 

Mozambique 42.7 -0.38 

Namibia 64.9 0.31 

Nigeria 13.3 -0.98 

South Africa 75.4 0.75 

Swaziland 29.9 -0.66 

Tanzania 39.3 -0.45 

Uganda 36.0 -0.51 

Zambia 29.4 -0.66 

Zimbabwe 2.4 -1.56 
Percentile ranks indicate the percentage of countries worldwide that 
rate below the selected country. Higher values thus indicate better 
governance ratings. Estimate of governance measured on a scale of -
2.5 to +2.5. Higher values correspond to better governance. 
 
 
 

Regulatory quality 

Angola 16.9 -0.94 

Botswana 67.1 0.52 

DRC 5.3 -1.43 

Ghana 54.6 0.08 

Kenya 50.7 -0.07 

Lesotho 28.5 -0.63 

Malawi 38.6 -0.39 

Mauritius 79.2 0.95 

Mozambique 35.3 -0.47 

Namibia 56.0 0.13 

Nigeria 29.5 -0.62 

South Africa 71.5 0.63 

Swaziland 30.9 -0.57 

Tanzania 38.2 -0.39 

Uganda 50.2 -0.08 

Zambia 41.1 -0.33 

Zimbabwe 1.4 -2.18 

Rule of law 

Angola 7.7 -1.28 

Botswana 68.9 0.64 

DRC 1.9 -1.68 

Ghana 52.2 -0.10 

Kenya 17.7 -0.98 

Lesotho 46.9 -0.30 

Malawi 47.4 -0.29 

Mauritius 78.9 0.88 

Mozambique 28.2 -0.66 

Namibia 60.3 0.36 

Nigeria 11.5 -1.12 

South Africa 56.0 0.12 

Swaziland 36.4 -0.51 

Tanzania 47.8 -0.28 

Uganda 36.8 -0.51 

Zambia 38.8 -0.50 

Zimbabwe 1.4 -1.81 

Control of corruption 

Angola 6.3 -1.22 

Botswana 80.2 1.00 

DRC 5.3 -1.31 

Ghana 56.5 -0.06 

Kenya 13.5 -1.01 

Lesotho 59.9 0.04 

Malawi 33.8 -0.59 

Mauritius 72.0 0.53 

Mozambique 34.3 -0.55 

Namibia 73.4 0.59 

Nigeria 17.9 -0.92 

South Africa 65.2 0.30 

Swaziland 44.0 -0.38 

Tanzania 36.2 -0.51 

Uganda 23.2 -0.79 

Zambia 36.7 -0.48 

Zimbabwe 3.9 -1.37 

 
Note: The governance indicators presented here aggregate the views 
on the quality of governance provided by a large number of enterprise, 
citizen and expert survey respondents in industrial and developing 
countries. These data are gathered from a number of survey institutes, 
think tanks, non-governmental organisations, and international 
organisations. The WGI do not reflect the official views of the World 
Bank, its executive directors, or the countries they represent. The WGI 
are not used by the World Bank Group to allocate resources. 
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Human Development Index 

HDI Ranking 2009 
(1=most developed, 182 = least developed) 

Norway 1 Angola 143 
United States 13 Kenya 147 
United Kingdom 21 Tanzania 151 
Russia 71 Ghana 152 
Brazil 75 Lesotho 156 
Mauritius 81 Uganda 157 
China 92 Nigeria 158 
Botswana 125 Malawi 160 
Namibia 128 Zambia 164 
South Africa 129 Mozambique 172 
India 134 DRC 176 
Swaziland 142 Niger 182 
The Human Development Index (HDI) measures a country's 
achievements in three aspects of human development: longevity, 
knowledge and a decent standard of living. Longevity is measured 
by life expectancy at birth; knowledge is measured by a 
combination of the adult literacy rate and the combined gross 
primary, secondary, and tertiary enrolment ratio; and standard of 
living is measured by GDP per capita. 

 
2008 Democracy Index 

Over
all 

Rank 
 

Overall 
Score 

Electoral 
process and 

pluralism 

Functioning 
of 

government 

26 Mauritius 8.04 9.17 8.21 

31 South Africa 7.91 8.75 7.86 

39 Botswana 7.47 9.17 7.50 

64 Namibia 6.48 5.25 5.36 

71 Lesotho 6.29 7.42 6.07 

92 Mozambique 5.49 6.17 5.36 

94 Ghana 5.35 7.42 4.64 

96 Tanzania 5.28 6.50 3.93 

97 Zambia 5.25 5.25 4.64 

99 Malawi 5.13 6.08 5.00 

101 Uganda 5.03 4.33 3.93 

103 Kenya 4.79 3.50 4.29 

124 Nigeria 3.53 2.92 3.21 

131 Angola 3.35 1.75 3.21 

137 Swaziland  3.04 1.33 2.86 

148 Zimbabwe 2.53 0 0.79 

154 DRC 2.28 3.00 0.71 
Over

all 
Rank 

 

Political 
participa

tion 

Political 
culture 

Civil 
liberties 

26 Mauritius 5.00 8.13 9.71 

31 South Africa 7.22 6.88 8.82 

39 Botswana 5.00 6.25 9.41 

64 Namibia 6.67 6.88 8.24 

71 Lesotho 5.56 5.63 6.76 

92 Mozambique 5.56 6.25 4.12 

94 Ghana 4.44 4.38 5.88 

96 Tanzania 5.06 5.63 5.29 

97 Zambia 3.33 6.25 6.76 

99 Malawi 3.33 5.63 5.59 

101 Uganda 3.89 6.25 6.76 

103 Kenya 5.56 5.63 5.00 

124 Nigeria 3.33 4.38 3.82 

131 Angola 3.89 4.38 3.53 

137 Swaziland  2.22 4.38 4.41 

148 Zimbabwe 3.89 5.63 2.35 

154 DRC 2.22 3.13 2.35 

 

Corruption Perceptions Index (2009) 

Rank Country CPI score 

1 New Zealand 9.4 

17 United Kingdom 7.7 

19 United States 7.5 

37 Botswana 5.6 

42 Mauritius 5.4 

55 South Africa 4.7 

56 Namibia 4.5 

69 Ghana 3.9 

75 Brazil 3.7 

79 China 3.6 

79 Swaziland 3.6 

84 India 3.4 

89 Lesotho 3.3 

89 Malawi 3.3 

99 Zambia 3.0 

126 Tanzania 2.6 

130 Mozambique 2.5 

130 Nigeria 2.5 

130 Uganda 2.5 

146 Kenya 2.2 

146 Russia 2.2 

146 Zimbabwe 2.2 

162 Angola 1.9 

162 DRC 1.9 

180 Somalia 1.1 

(where 10 is ―highly clean‖ and 0 is ―highly corrupt‖) 
180 countries surveyed, 1 = least corrupt, 180 = most corrupt. 
The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) measures the perceived level 
of public-sector corruption in 180 countries and territories around the 
world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2008 Democracy Index: Rankings based on a 167-country sample. 
Each category has a rating on a 0 to 10 scale, and the overall index of 
democracy is the simple average of the five category indexes. 

  



10 

 

Doing business 
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Tanzania 

 

 

Uganda 

 

 

Zambia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zimbabwe 

 

 
Economies are ranked on their ease of doing business, from 1 – 183, 
with first place being the best. A high ranking on the ease of doing 
business index means the regulatory environment is conducive to the 
operation of business. This index averages the country's percentile 
rankings on 10 topics, made up of a variety of indicators, giving equal 
weight to each topic. The rankings are from the Doing Business 2010 
report, covering the period June 2008 through May 2009. 
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2010 Index of Economic Freedom 
 

Overall score 
Business 
freedom 

Trade 
freedom 

Angola 48.4 43.4 70.36 

Botswana 70.3 70.5 73.92 

DRC 41.4 33.5 61.72 

Ghana 60.2 56.8 65.32 

Kenya 57.5 63.4 67.86 

Lesotho 48.1 62.0 63.46 

Malawi 54.1 44.8 68.64 

Mauritius 76.3 82.2 85.6 

Mozambique 56.0 58.7 74.52 

Namibia 62.2 73.3 87.78 

Nigeria 56.8 53.2 67.2 

South Africa 62.8 73.0 76.04 

Swaziland 57.4 67.2 74.86 

Tanzania 58.3 45.5 70.52 

Uganda 62.2 57.0 72.12 

Zambia 58.0 66.4 79.94 

Zimbabwe 21.4 30.0 44.80 

 Fiscal 
freedom  

Government 
spending 

Monetary 
freedom 

Angola 85.1 62.8 62.6 

Botswana 74.1 67.1 68.8 

DRC 74.0 90.5 58.7 

Ghana 83.5 58.9 65.9 

Kenya 78.1 83.1 72.7 

Lesotho 52.0 30.0 70.3 

Malawi 78.9 45.8 71.0 

Mauritius 92.5 83.4 71.2 

Mozambique 77.6 76.1 74.9 

Namibia 68.3 69.5 71.0 

Nigeria 84.4 64.7 75.4 

South Africa 69.1 76.8 70.17 

Swaziland 63.1 55.5 68.8 

Tanzania 80.3 82.6 70.8 

Uganda 80.5 85.5 78.1 

Zambia 72.4 82.6 63.3 

Zimbabwe 58.4 0.0 0.0 

 Investment 
freedom  

Financial 
freedom 

Property 
rights 

Angola 35 40 20 

Botswana 80 70 70 

DRC 15 20 10 

Ghana 65 60 50 

Kenya 45 50 30 

Lesotho 25 40 40 

Malawi 50 50 45 

Mauritius 85 70 60 

Mozambique 50 50 30 

Namibia 50 40 30 

Nigeria 40 40 30 

South Africa 45 60 50 

Swaziland 55 40 45 

Tanzania 65 50 30 

Uganda 45 60 30 

Zambia 50 50 30 

Zimbabwe 0 10 5 

 

 

 

 

 Freedom from 
corruption 

Labour freedom 

Angola 19 45.2 

Botswana 58 70.8 

DRC 17 33.4 

Ghana 39 57.4 

Kenya 21 63.7 

Lesotho 32 66.1 

Malawi 28 59.3 

Mauritius 55 78.5 

Mozambique 26 42.0 

Namibia 45 87.2 

Nigeria 27 85.7 

South Africa 49 59.0 

Swaziland 36 68.4 

Tanzania 30 58.4 

Uganda 26 88.1 

Zambia 28 57.0 

Zimbabwe 18 48.2 

 

Ten economic freedoms – world averages 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
The 2010 Index of Economic Freedom covers 183 countries, ranking 
them with an economic freedom score based on 10 measures of 
economic openness, regulatory efficiency, the rule of law, and 
competitiveness. The basic principles of economic freedom 
emphasised in the Index are individual empowerment, equitable 
treatment and the promotion of competition. The Index ranks countries 
from 0 to 100, with higher values corresponding to greater freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

0 20 40 60 80

Business Freedom

Trade Freedom

Fiscal Freedom

Government Spending

Monetary Freedom

Investment Freedom

Financial Freedom

Property Rights

Freedom from Corruption

Labour Freedom

80-100 Free
70-79.9 Mostly free
60-69.9 Moderately free

50-59.9 Mostly unfree
0-49.9 Repressed

Sources: Bloomberg, Deloitte, Doing Business (IFC and World Bank), Electoral Institute for Southern Africa, Global Insight, Heritage Foundation, 
International Foundation for Electoral Systems, International Monetary Fund, Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, National Sources, 
Transparency International, United Nations Development Programme, World Bank. 
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